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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3019 

EXDIS, FROM CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SOPN PEPR SY LE US 

SUBJ: AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S INTERVIEW IN "MIDDLE EAST" 

REF: BEIRUT 2997 

DURING MY CALL ON PRIME MINISTER AL HOSS ON MAY 30, HE RAISED 
THE MATTER OF AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S INTERVIEW WITH "MIDDLE EAST" 

AND ASKED WHAT WE WERE DOING ABOUT IT. I EXPLAINED THAT I WAS 
IN TOUCH WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER ON THIS QUESTION AND 
EXPECTED TO SEE HIM THE NEXT MORNING TO GIVE HIM FULL TEXT OF 
INTERVIEW AS WE HAD RECEIVED IT AS WELL AS RESTATEMENT OF U.S. 
POLICY. I ALSO SAID THAT WE HOPED WE COULD PUT THIS MATTER 
BEHIND US AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. THE PRIME MINISTER REPLIED 
THAT HE HOPED SO TOO. THE WHOLE AFFAIR. HE SAID, HAD BEEN 
EXTREMELY EMBARRASSING TO THE GOL AND HE HAD BEEN UNDER GREAT 
PRESSURE TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT HIMSELF. HE HAD NOT DONE 
SO BECAUSE HE DID NOT WISH TO DO ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT 
DAMAGE U.S. /GOL RELATIONS. I EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 
FOR THE PRIME MINISTER'S ATTITUDE. 

LANE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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